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Track: Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
 
Practicum Site: Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in Richland, Washington 
 
How did you find your Practicum Site? I found the position through an Epidemiology & Biostatistics 
internships list website called stattrak.amstat.org. It had both PhD and master’s level positions and sometimes 
positions in other relatable fields.  
 
What were some projects you worked on? I worked with two backend developers and one frontend user 
experience expert to develop a bio-surveillance app prototype called EpiEvident. It monitors, compares, and 
forecasts notifiable disease case counts simultaneously on a global scale. I developed the workflow 
methodology and forecast algorithms to accommodate any combination of country and disease.  
 
What did you find most rewarding about this experience? I learned so much that I didn’t think was possible 
and I am especially grateful for my mentors and teammates. This practicum was very unique in that we were 
able to use our creativity and develop our own product from scratch. I also learned new skills that I wouldn’t 
learn in a traditional classroom.  
This practicum both challenged and encouraged me and my team to think and approach public health issues in 
new ways and that’s what was made the experience so rewarding. 
 
How did the MPH Program help prepare you for this experience? The MPH program allowed the flexibility 
for me to explore what kind of practicum experience I wanted to have. After finishing my analysis courses at 
the time, it gave me a stronger background and only further prepared me for the practicum. Also, meeting with 
Paula Amezola at the career center helped further prepare my CV, application, and interviewing that made all 
the difference in obtaining the position.    
 
What was the biggest takeaway? I learned that in order to find and get a practicum position, I had to do a lot 
of application preparation, searching, and asking around to know what opportunities were available. For this 
particular practicum, I definitely had to challenge and push myself out of my comfort zone since it is not what 
many public health students typically do but I’m thankful I did. My advice to anyone looking for an opportunity is 
to put your best foot forward, don’t let challenges intimidate you, and be open to new experiences because it 
may end up becoming a valuable learning experience.  


