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1. Track: Global Health Leadership 

2. Why are you pursuing an MPH? or What makes you so passionate about public health? 

I grew up in Vietnam during the time the country was still struggling with post-war damages. 

Resources were scarce, and healthcare suffered greatly. Fast forward to present time, I still witness 

people dealing with similar hardship each time I travel back for business. Soon enough, I no longer 

felt my work here was fulfilling enough and I needed to be there. So I went back to school to learn 

the skills necessary to help those most in needs.  

3. What is your favorite part of the USC MPH program? 

Beside training me into an efficient health worker, the USC MPH program has given me 

opportunities that I have never imagined for myself. I had a great time learning about global health 

policies at the 70th World Health Assembly. I was also awarded a research fellowship with Operation 

Smile, who has offered me a permanent position.  

4. Describe your practicum experience. 

My practicum was with Operation Smile on a project called International Family Study (IFS), a 

medical research collaboration between Operation Smile, USC and Children's Hospital Los Angeles 

(CHLA). IFS analyzes genetic data obtained from saliva samples voluntarily provided by patients, 

their families and control groups, as well as information collected from maternal and paternal 

questionnaires on environmental exposures and lifestyle habits. Not only did I get to put my 

education to test on field work, but I also got to travel to Vietnam and the Philippines with OpSmile, 

learning to be a health worker at the places that originally inspired me to learn about public health.  

5. What is your future career goal? 

I plan on applying to medical school. I believe that my experiences as a public health worker will 

help me become a better physician.  

6. A quote or motto you live by or an inspirational quote that motivates you. 

“Behind every number is a person who defines our common humanity and deserves our 

compassion, especially when suffering or premature death can be prevented...”  

- WHO Director-General Margaret Chan  


