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How did you find your Practicum Site? 

 

I was put in contact with a former USC student while taking Infectious Disease Epidemiology with Dr. Cozen. 

I reached out to this student, who then referred me to a few of her colleagues at ACDC (a few of which were 

guest lecturers in Dr. Cozen’s class). From there, I did a quick phone interview and was offered a volunteer 

position in the Healthcare Outreach Unit within ACDC, which turned into my practicum. As the offerings at 

USC are somewhat limited for students interested in infectious disease epidemiology as opposed to non-

communicable diseases, I would highly recommend taking this course and taking full advantage of getting to 

know Dr. Cozen and the guests she brings in.  

 

What were some projects you worked on? 

 

The work done at ACDC encompasses many aspects of preparing for and responding to infectious disease 

outbreaks, and the following are just a few of the projects on which I have assisted: 
 

 Developing a database to track novel multi-drug resistant organisms 

 Assisting in outbreak investigation at a healthcare facility with a high incidence of antibiotic resistant 

infections 

 Visiting the Public Health Laboratory to establish a relationship between the lab staff and the 

epidemiologists who rely on them 



 Going door-to-door in the community to assess the effectiveness of a vector-borne disease education 

campaign 

 Creating a report on increased antibiotic resistance of Group B Strep to clindamycin using data gathered 

by ACDC 

 Entering and analyzing antibiogram data to examine county-wide trends of antibiotic resistance over the 

past few years 

 

What did you find most rewarding about this experience? 

 

Though I am not yet finished with this project, I think taking the lead on the manuscript I am writing on Group 

B Strep resistance to clindamycin has been a very useful experience. I plan to use this project as my 

capstone research paper, and the people I have come into contact with throughout the research process 

have been extremely encouraging and informative. Before the MPH I completed my bachelor’s degree in 

molecular genetics, so it has been very rewarding to use some of the foundational knowledge I have from 

undergrad within the context of public health and infectious disease epidemiology.  

 

How did the MPH Program help prepare you for this experience? 

 

I think the most valuable courses I took at USC for preparing me for this position were Infectious Disease 

Epidemiology for putting me in contact with people here at LAC, and the Data Analysis courses. Learning 

how to use software such as SAS was a great way to prepare for the reality of handing large datasets at 

ACDC. In addition to the coursework, I would say speaking with professors in our department one-on-one 

really helped me to prepare mentally for working at ACDC. Doing so helped me to narrow down my options 

to my current position, which I could see myself pursuing as a full-time job after graduation.  

 

What was the biggest takeaway? 

 

The most important thing I have gained in working at LA County has been seeing the day-to-day 

responsibilities of an epidemiologist. It was great to learn about outbreak investigations and creating epi 

curves in our MPH classes, but it is much more exciting to see these things in real time when responding to 

an outbreak somewhere in Los Angeles. In addition to these skills, the network I have developed at ACDC 

has been invaluable- I am sure that I can rely on the contacts I have made here for career advice and 

references in the future.  

 

How will this experience help shape your future plans? 

 

After graduation from USC, I will be moving to Washington D.C. for a research internship with the Global 

Health Fellows program at USAID. I would say that my experience at ACDC, in addition to the work I have 

done as a clinical research assistant in the radiology department at Keck, were essential in helping me 

secure this position. Additionally, I think going to Uganda with Dr. Wipfli was the exact type of experience that 

an organization like USAID is looking for, so I am thankful to have obtained such a well-rounded foundation 

in public health at USC. This position at USAID seems to be a perfect mix of my interests in infectious 

disease epidemiology, research, and global health, and I am excited to see what opportunities I can pursue 

in the D.C. area.  

 

 


